CHAPTER  XIV.

IN THE  WORLD OF LETTERS.
1580-1583.

ONE of Sidney's writings were
printed until after his death,
and we have no precise record
of the date at which any, save
" The Lady of May/' were
composed. But, as during the
last three years of his life he
was busiest in other ways, we may assume that he
did not then write much. We may also assume that
before 1579 his literary exercises were merely tenta-
tive and preliminary; the most notable being " The
Lady of May," avowedly prepared for Queen Eliza-
beth's entertainment early in the summer of 1578.
Later in the same summer he was in close intercourse
with Gabriel Harvey, and next year he saw much
of Harvey's friend, Edmund Spenser, and of others
who gathered round him in the Areopagus. It is
probable that, with the exception of the translations
in which he had a hand and of some stray poems, all
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